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TRE following SERMON was compoſed as an 
Academical Exerciſe for a Degree in Divinity, 
and is now publiſhed becauſe it contains a new 
Interpretation of a Prophecy which has been 
the Subject of much Speculation and Contro- 
verſy. 


The Author has ſubjoined ſuch References 
and Obſervations as could not conveniently be 


introduced into the Sermon itſelf. 


A 


S E IK 0 


S 7 "WER 


ARGUMENT FROM PROPHECY. 


AcTs X. 43. 


To him give all the Prophets witneſs, that through his name 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins. 


Tu E gracious Revelation of Chriſtianity is recommended 
to our aſſent by evidence of every kind.—If we trace the pro- 
greſs of human reaſon through that dark period in which the 
light of early Revelation had failed, if we conſider the enormi- 
ties which in the moſt poliſhed nations were received as the 
dictates of wiſdom, or at leaſt ſanctioned by the acquieſcence 
of philoſophers, the purity of the goſpel precepts is ſufficient 
to convince us that the God of nature hath called us out of 


darkneſs into his marvellous light, But to be convinced of the 
truth 


3 


truth of Chriſtianity it is not neceſſary to make this humiliating 


ſurvey. We are enabled to judge of its claim to an heavenly 
origin, not only from the weakneſs and corruption of human 
nature, but from the wonders of Almighty power. The 
Creator hath ſuſpended his laws for the conviction of mankind, 
and approved their Redeemer by miracles and wonders and figns. 
Works which human power could not perform have atteſted 
the divine miſſion of him wh ate as never man pale. Even 
this united evidence did not fatisfy the gracious purpoſe of 
God. The ſecrets of futurity were diſcloſed, and a long train 
of prophecy gives additional teſtimony to the Salvation of 
Chriſt. To him give all the Prophets witneſs, that through his 
name whoſoever belteveth in him ſhall receive remiſſion of fins. 1 
propoſe, on the preſent occaſion, to conſider what that teſti- 
mony is which Prophecy affords to the divine authority of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 


To penetrate the ſecrets of futurity is a natural wiſh of the 
human heart, and the intereſts of ſuperſtition furniſhed an ad- 
ditional motive to the undertaking ; yet the limited powers of 
man have always proved unequal to the great attempt. In the 
ages of ignorance the cunning practiſers of religious fraud 
maintained their reputation by dark and ambiguous anſwers, 


which no event could fruſtrate, but their authority vaniſhed 
heſitate 


6 
before the light of ſcience. The Athenian Orator did not 
heſitate to charge the moſt celebrated of the Pagan Oracles 
with delivering, as the inſpirations of Heaven, the hired ſug- 
geſtions of the public enemy; and his great rival in the 
Roman Commonwealth has declared, that nothing was more 
contemptible than the Delphic Oracle in his time and for a 
long time before. He only who upholdeth all things by the word 
of his power, who knows what is in man, and with whom 4 
thouſand years are as one day ; he only can reveal the events of 
remote futurity. Such prophecy can come only from the wiſ- 


dom of the Almighty, and its teſtimony is the atteſtation of 
God. 


Bo r, my brethren, when we examine this teſtimony we ſhould 
not raſhly expect that in every inſtance a preciſe fore-knowledge 
of events ſhould have been communicated to man. We ſhould 
conſider the great purpoſe which directed thoſe communica- 
tions, and if we do this, we ſhall, I truſt, be convinced, that 
every thing has been done which was neceſſary to effect it. 
The great end propoſed to be attained by theſe divine commu- 
nications was to prepare the minds of men for the reception of 
Chriſtianity, and when te fullneſs of time was come to authen- 
B ticate 


„ Plutarch in Domed. Cicero de Div. lib. ii. ſec. 57. 
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ticate its claim to an heavenly origin. The teftimony of Feſus 
is the ſpirit of prophecy. To determine what degree of clearneſs 
and preciſion might reaſonably be expected as neceſſary to the 
attainment of this end, we ſhould conſider that the wiſdom of 
God deemed it expedient to train up the human mind by a pre- 
paratory diſpenſation which ſhould be 2 ſhadow of good things 
to come. In this intermediate ſtate of religion, the light of pro- 
phecy was to be ſo far communicated as to direct the attention of 
mankind to a more perfect ſyſtem, without withdrawing their 
reſpect from that which was adapted to the imperfection of their 
reaſon. In the early period of this divine diſcipline, the notices 
of that Goſpel which, whilſt it terminated the rigour, fulfilled 
the purpoſe of the Law of Moſes, were accordingly obſcure 
and indiſtinct; as the great ſcheme of God's dealin gs with his 
creatures proceeded: towards its completion, the diſcovery of 
the glorious plan of univerſal redemption became more clear 
and particular ; and at length all the various circumſtances of 
the ſufferings and the triumph of | the Redeemer of mankind, 
and even the time when that re of all nations ſhould come 
were made known. The progreſſive evidence of prophecy is, 
as Solomon has deſcribed, the path of the juſt, a ſhining light 
that ſhuineth more and more unto the perfect day. 4 


Tris 
3 Rev. xix. 10. * Epiſtle to the Hebrews, x. 1. 
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Tuis conſideration will ſatisfy us that there was a wiſe rea- 
ſon for the different degrees of clearneſs in the different periods 
of prophecy, and there is another which will vindicate the 
conduct of Providence in denying, even to the concluſion of 
theſe preternatural predictions, that irreſiſtible force of evidence 
which ſhould bear down the oppoſition of human ſcepticiſm. 
That the life of man is one great ſcene of moral trial, and 
that the ſucceſſive diſpenſations which God hath communicated 
to his creatures, are the ſeveral modes of diſcipline by which he 
hath cultivated and improved their faculties in this their proba- 
tion, are truths, which every obſervation of the general eourſe 
of human life, every reflection on the nature of thoſe reyela- 
tions which have been vouchſafed to aid the weakneſs of reaſon, 
powerfully inculcate. Are we to expect then that a revelation 
which, whilſt it gave new energy to the moral principles of our 
nature, was deſigned to exerciſe and prove thoſe principles ; are 
we to expect, I ſay, that this ſyſtem of religious probation 
ſhould be atteſted by evidence which ſhould extort our aſſent; 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt, which was intended to recommend 
the humble ſpirit of true devotion,” ſhould" be adapted to the 
expectations of the proud and diſputatious ſceptick? With the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. The fair and ingenuous 
B 2 inquirer 


s Epiſtle to the Romans, x. 10. 
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inquirer ſhall diſcover reaſons ſufficiently ſtrong to convince him 
of the divine authority of Chriſtianity, and it would not have 
conduced to the purpoſe for which it was given to compel the 
aſſent of the underſtanding, whilſt the heart was hardened. 
When Daniel the prophet, enquired about the concluſion of that 
ſtupendous ſyſtem of prophecy which he was appointed to con- 
vey to mankind, the viſion informed him that the Divine Wiſdom 
would not communicate a more particular detail of thoſe remote 
events, and aſſigned as the cauſe of this denial, the probationary 
ſtate of man. And he ſaid, go thy way Daniel, for the words 
are cloſed up and ſealed till the time of the end. Many ſhall be 
purified and made white and tried; but the wicked ſhall do wickedly : 
and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the wife ſhall under- 


tand. 


Ir then we conſider prophecy with regard to the Jewiſh 
diſpenſation, we ſhall ſee why in the early period of that prepa- 
ratory ſyſtem the intiniations of the more perfect ſyſtem of the 
Goſpel, by which it was to be ſuperſeded, were very general and 
diſtint, but became more and more determinate as the time 
approached when that which was imperfe& ſhould be done 
away: if we conſider it with regard to Chriſtianity, we ſhall 


ſee 


6 Daniel, xii. 9, 10. 
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ſee why no part of that evidence which it affords ſhould be fo 
deciſive as to produce a reluctant conviction in the mind of him 
whoſe pride diſdained the ſimplicity, or whoſe vices rejected 
the morality of the Goſpel. Its progreſſive clearneſs preſerved 
the neceſſary reſpec for the ceremonial law which was prepara- 
tory to a better covenant, whilſt the whole collective proof of 
prophecy, though ſo ſtrong as to ſatisfy the ſincere inquirer, 
was ſtill ſuch as to form a part of the great probationary ſyſtem, 
was (till ſuch as to yield to the perverſeneſs of a hardened and. 
corrupted heart. 


Wir theſe expectations concerning the nature of the evi- 
dence of prophecy, let us review that ſeries of predictions which 
bear witneſs to the miſſion of Chriſt. The firſt which diſco- 
vers any thing determinate with regard to the Saviour of mankind 
is the promiſe made to Abraham that ix him ſhould all families 
of the earth be bleſſed. From this great æra, ſucceſſive limita- 
tions rendered ſtill more preciſe this general aſſurance. Of the 
ſons of Abraham Iſaac was declared to be the progenitor of 
the choſen line, and in the next generation this bleſſing was ſtill 


farther limited to * Jacob. Succeeding prophecies declared the 
tribe and family in which Chriſt ſhould be born, and un- 
folded 


7 Gen. xii. 3. Gen. xvii. 19. 9 Gen. xxvili. 13, 14. 
10 Gen. xlix. 8-12. 1 Samuel, vii. 12—16, 


1 
folded the humiliations and ſufferings to which he ſhould ſub- 
mit for the redemption of mankind, and at length even the 
time of his coming was made known. The prophet Daniel 
thus completed this great body of prophecy. '* Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the 
tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal 
up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt holy. Know 
therefore and underſtand, that from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to reſtore and to build Feruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the 
prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks ; and threeſcore and two weeks the flreet 
ſhall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And after 
| threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for him- 
| Self: and the people of the prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the 
city, and the ſanctuary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war deſolations are determined: And he ſhall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week : and in the midſt of 
the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and for 
the overſpreading of abomimations, he ſhall make it deſolate, even 
until the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be ' poured upon 
the deſolate. | 


Of 


"2 Iſaiah, liii. 13 Dan. ix. 24, 25, 26, 27. 
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Or this noble prophecy, *'* which the Jewiſh Hiſtorian con- 

ſidered as an irrefragable- proof of the preſcience and providence 
of God, various interpretations have been propoſed, ſeveral of 
them correſponding nearly with the events, but none intirely 
free from objections. I ſhall therefore propoſe a new one 
which appears to me to be both accurate and conſiſtent. This 
paſſage of Daniel in my opinion contains two predictions, the 
one relating to the time when the great ſacrifice of Chriſt 
ſhould be offered, the other to the period during which the new 
covenant of the Goſpel ſhould be more particularly preached 
amongſt the Jews. The interval marked in the former con- 
ſiſted of ſixty nine weeks, that is according to the declared 
language of prophecy of four hundred and eighty three years; 
and the period deſcribed in the latter of one week or ſeven 
years. Though, as I ſhall undertake to prove, theſe two 
periods were not ſucceſſive, the laſt week partly coinciding with 
the fixty-ninth in the other prophecy, yet as this week had a 
diſtinct beginning and termination and was marked out for a 
different purpoſe, they are collectively deſcribed in the general 
introduction to both prophecies as ſeventy weeks. Seventy 
weeks are determined (or marked out) upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, to finiſb the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of ſins, 


and 


74 Joſephus, Ant. Jud. lib. 10. cap. 1 1. ſec. 7. 5 Ezekiel, iv. 6. 
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and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to anoint the moſt holy. In the two following 


verſes are contained the former of thoſe predictions which 1 


have already mentioned, namely, that which relates to the time 
of the death of Chriſt. Know therefore and under/tand, that 
from the going forth of the commandment to reſtore and to build 
Feruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, 
and threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublous times. ** And after threeſctore and two 
weeks ſhall Meſſiali be cut off, but not for himſelf: and the people 
of the prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the city, and the ſanctuary, 
and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
deſolations are determined. Daniel was informed that at the end 
of ſeven weeks and three-ſcore and two weeks, that is at the 
end of fixty-nine weeks, from the time of the commandment 
to rebuild Jeruſalem the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off: This pe- 
riod has in a computation already given to the Public, been juſtly 
computed from the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, when 


Nehemiah 


16 Tt ſhould be tranſlated after the threeſcore and two weeks, i. e. after the threefcore 
and two weeks already mentioned as the ſecond part of the period compoſed of 
ſeven weeks and threeſcore and two weeks. | 

This was part of the interpretation propoſed by Biſhop Lloyd, and maintained by 
Mr. Marſhall in his Chronological Treatiſe upon the ſeventy weeks of Daniel, 


7 
Nehemiah informs us he was ſent by the king to build the city 
of his father's ſepulchres. ** From this æra to the year in which 
Chriſt died, are exactly fixty-nine weeks of Chaldzan years, 
each conſiſting of three hundred and ſixty days, and that ſuch 
years ſhould be uſed in this computation, is evident from other 
parts of the Scriptures. ** In the hiſtory of the deluge, five 
months are mentioned as equivalent to one hundred and fifty 
days, and in the Revelation of St. John twelve hundred and 
ſixty days are reckoned, equivalent to three years and a half, or 
to forty-two months. It appears therefore, that the year 
according to the prophetical computation of time conſiſted of 
360 days, or twelve months each containing thirty days. Con- 
cerning this part of the prophecy there is therefore no difficulty. 
The laſt verſe contains as I conceive the other prediction of the 
time during which the Goſpel ſhould be preached to the Jews. 
And he ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one week : and in 
the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to 
ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abommations he ſhall make it de- 
folate, even until the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be 
poured upon the deſolate. That this week cannot be conſidered 

C | as 


13 Nehemiah ch. 2. 


19 See Appendix, No. I. 
29 Geneſis, vii. 11. compared with verſe 24, and chap. viii. 4. 
37 Revelation, xii. 6. compared with verſe 14, and chap. xiii. 5. 


1 


as a continuation of the ſixty- nine weeks mentioned in the for- 
mer part of the prophecy, appears from the following circum- 
ſtance. T he period of thoſe ſixty- nine weeks we are informed 
was to be the death of the Meſſiah, but in the middle of this 
ſeventieth week we are told he ſacrifice and oblation were to 
ceaſe, that is, Chriſt by his one oblation of. himſelf once offered was 
virtually to put an end to all the ſacrifices and oblations of the 
Jewiſh Law. The ſame great event therefore, which ſhould 
terminate the former computation of ſixty-nine weeks, was to 
mark the middle of the ſeventieth, and for the beginning of 
this laſt week we muſt go backward one half week or three 
years and a half. But if we reckon three years and a half back- 
ward from the death of Chriſt, we ſhall ** according to the moſt 
approved accounts, come to the beginning of his public miniſ- 
try; and if we reckon forward from the ſame event three years 
and a half, *? we ſhall reach the time when the Apoſtles diſperſed 
themſelves from Judza into various parts of the world. Here 
then is one compleat prophetical week, commencing with the 
miniſtry of Chriſt, and terminating with the final diſperſion of 
his Apoſtles, during which the new covenant of Chriſtianity 
was confirmed with many, and in the midſt of the week the death 
of Chriſt cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation of the ] ewiſh Law, 


which 


See Biſhop Newcome's Harmony of the Goſpels. 
23 Anc. Univ. Hiſt. vol. 10. book 2. ch. 11. 
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which of themſelves had not any power to fate away ſins, and 
were only figurative of that great ſacrifice, 79 ceaſe. This ſeems 
to be the natural meaning of the paſſage in our common tranſla- 
tion, but if the original words be literally tranſlated, the inter- 
pretation which I have given will be ſtill more directly autho- 
rized. The literal tranſlation is not he ſhall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week, and in the midſt of the week he ſhall 
cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, but a week ſhall 
eftabliſh or make a covenant with many, and the midſt of the 
week ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe : which 
words expreſsly point out the period during which the new 
covenant ſhould be made with the inhabitants of Judæa, and 


mark the time of that period by the mention of the ey 
event which ſhould happen in the middle of it. 


Tuus interpreted, the whole prophecy appears conſiſtent 
and connected. Whilſt the prophet was humbling himſelf 
before God, and pouring forth his ſupplications for the reſto- 
ration of Jeruſalem, from the deſolation in which it lay during 
the Babyloniſh captivity, the Angel of the Lord was ſent to 
give him an extenſive view of the future fortunes of his 
country. This great prediction is principally compoſed of 

C 2 two 


24 Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ch. x. 
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two parts, the one indicating the time of the continuance of the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation, the other, the time during which the Goſpel 
covenant ſhould be in a more eſpecial manner preached amongſt | 
the Jews. The periods of theſe two prophecies, as they are not 
coincident, are in the general introduction ſummed up together, 
and the prophet is informed, that for the great purpoſes of the 
divine diſpenſations, /eventy weeks are determined or marked out. 
The period contained in the former prediction is alſo divided 
into two parts, ſeven weeks and ſixty-two weeks, the ſeven 
weeks probably containing the time which ſhould elapſe during 
the rebuilding of the city, though on account of the defective- 
neſs of the Jewiſh records of this period, we are unable to 
aſcertain from hiſtory whether this time was really thus 
employed. The period contained in the latter prediction is 
alſo divided into two parts, and the preciſe time in which 
this ſeparate week was to happen, is determined by the 
mention of that event which had already been predicted, as 
to happen at the termination of ſixty-nine weeks. The 
former prophecy therefore, ſerves to fix the time of the latter, 
and both together preſented to the view of Daniel the whole 
of the encouraging proſpects which the Angel was commiſ- 
ſioned to unfold; exhibiting to him the long continuance of 

the 


35 See Appendix, No. II. 
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the Jewiſh ceconomy which was ſhortly to be reſtored, and 
the admiſſion of many of his countrymen into that new co- 
venant which was to cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation of the 
Moſaic Law to ceaſe. 


Tux interpretation which I have propoſed is founded on the 
context of the Prophecy itſelf ; but ſhould it be thought that 
even the context is not ſufficient to warrant us in explaining the 
introduction to mean ſeventy weeks not reckoned exactly in 
continuation, conſider the principles already mentioned by 
which our expectations with regard to prophecy ſhould be re- 
gulated. A prophecy profefling to determine the time of fu- 
ture events ſhould indeed he capable of exact application, or it 
would be unworthy of God; but it is reaſonable to expect that 
there ſhould ſtill, by ſome method or other, be introduced ſuch 
a degree of obſcurity as might be neceſſary to prevent the ap- 
plication of the prophecy by thoſe whoſe minds and hearts 
were not properly diſpoſed, and this ſeems to have been the 
caſe of the prophecy which is the ſubje& of the preſent diſcuſ- 
fion. Had a preciſe and unequivocal numerical prophecy of the 
time of the Meſſiah been given to the Jews, the whole nation, 
whatever might have been their various ſentiments concerning 
the nature of his miffion, would have been prepared to expect 
g ̃ him 


( 22 ) 


him in the appointed year. And what would have been the 
effect of ſuch an expectation on a people, of whom a great 
part were prepoſſeſſed by notions of worldly grandeur ? We may 
judge what the effect would have been by conſidering the con- 
duct of the Jews in the laſt deſperate ſtruggle of their ſtate. 
One part of them, and ** amongſt thoſe was the enlightened 
hiſtorian of their nation, filled with the ideas of temporal 
proſperity and conqueſt, bowed before a Pagan Emperor as the 
appointed Meſſiah of God. The reſt, perſuaded that the 
period of all thoſe promiſes, which they had underſtood to 
aſſure their national aggrandizement, was arrived, expected a 
temporal Deliverer to the laſt moment of their unhappy lives, 
and ** refuſed the proffered mercy of their conquerors. Is it to 
ſuch a people as this, to a people ſo prejudiced with falſe ideas 
of that work which God was working in their days, that the 
preciſe time of this great event ſhould have been openly de- 
clared? The violence of national ambition, inflamed by the 
jealous ſeparation of the people of God from the ſurrounding 
nations, and wrought up to frenzy by the long expected arrival 
of the criſis of imaginary empire, would have ill accorded with 
the meek and lowly ſpirit of him whoſe kingdom was not of this 
world, But the wiſe providence of God ordered it otherwiſe. 


The 


26 Joſephus de bello Jud. lib. 6. ch. v. ſec. 4. 
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The time of this great change in his moral government was 
indeed accurately marked out, but the two events predicted, 
the termination of the Jewiſh and the making of the Chriſtian 
covenant, were connected by ſo obſcure a link that thoſe who 
had not formed juſt ideas of them could not diſcover in what 
manner they were connected, and the proud and prejudiced 
Jew was left in uncertainty with regard to the exact period 
of the Prophetick Promiſes. He who knew not that the Law 
of Moſes was but preparatory to another diſpenſation, and that 
its ſacrifices and oblations were but types of that great ſacrifice 
by which alone remiſſion of fins was to be obtained; he 
who was ſo perverſely blind to the true meaning of all thoſe 
prophecies which had deſcribed the office of Chriſt, could not 
diſcover that he ceaſing of the ſacrifice and oblation mentioned in 
the one part of this Prophecy was the ſame event with the 
death of the Meſſiah foretold in the other. To minds thus 
blinded by prejudice the whole prediction was neceſſarily ob- 
ſcure. They were told that ſeventy weeks were determined 


or marked out for the moſt gracious purpoſes, to finyh the 
tranſgreſſion, to make an end of fins, to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, to ſeal up the viſian and 
prophecy, and to angint the moſt holy; yet they were afterwards 
threatened that their city and ſanctuary ſhould be deſtroyed, and 

that 


( 24 ) 
that a ſcene of deſolation ſhould commence which ſhould- con- 
tinue even until the conſummation and that determined ſhould be 
poured upon the deſolate. Theſe denunciations of wrath, con- 
nected with promiſes of mercy, were deſigned to remove the 
ambitious expectations of the Jews; and had they been ſuf- 


| ficient for this purpoſe, no good reaſon could be affigned for 


any obſcurity in the - time mentioned in the prophecy. But 
the event has proved that they were not able to eradicate thoſe 
deeply-rooted prej udices, and it was therefore ſuitable to the 
wiſdom of God to introduce ſuch a degree of obſcurity into 
the computation of that great period, as might vaniſh be- 
fore him who had formed right conceptions of the new diſ- 
penſation which the prophecies of the Old Teſtament were 


intended to announce. 


IT has been thought that the ſeventieth week ſhould be refer- 
red to the time of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, as that event is 
mentioned in the prophecy and the ſacrifice and oblation were 
then literally, and not merely virtually made 79 ceaſe: but to this 
opinion there are many objections. It breaks the connection of 
the prophecy, and the time when this laſt week was to happen is 
left to be determined by the event. But, which is ſtill more 


concluſive, Daniel is informed that ſeventy weeks are determined 
| for 


( 25 ) 

for the moſt gracious purpoſes, to make an end of fins and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity; and yet, according to this 
opinion, the object of this laſt week is to effect the final 
ſabverſion of his country, and the covenant which is made in 
it is the covenant of peace, which enabled the enemies of 
Jeruſalem to direct againſt her the whole fury of their vengeance. 
Beſides, the virtual ceaſing of the facrifice- and oblation at the 
death of Chriſt was indeed the proper ſubje& of a prophecy 
which proclaimed the making reconciliation for iniquity and the 
bringing in of everlaſting righteouſneſs ; but the ** literal ceaſing 
of a ſacrifice which had been for years of none effeft, was un- 
worthy the notice of a prophet. To refer then this week to 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem is to ſuppoſe that the time 
when it was to happen was not marked out in that prophecy 
which yet declares that ſeventy weeks are marked out, and 
unqueſtionably determines fixty-nine ; it is to ſuppoſe that the 
providence of God was concerned to foretel the abolition of 
An unmeaning ceremony, and to reckon amongſt the aſſurances 
of favour with which the Angel was ſent to comfort the 
afflicted Daniel a denunciation of the ruin of Jeruſalem : whilſt 
to refer it to the preaching of the Goſpel and the death of 
Chriſt, connects it with the period of fixty-nine weeks 

| D already 
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already determined, gives fignificance and importance to the 
prediction of the ceaſing of the ſacrifice and oblation, and 
holds out to Daniel the encouraging promiſe that, though the 
Moſaic covenant. ſhould have ceaſed, a new covenant ſhould 
be made with many of his countrymen. The figurative 
ceaſing of the ſacrifice and oblation was (as was expedient) 
unintelligible to thoſe who had not conceived rightly the 
miſſion of Chriſt, and the predictions of deſolation which are 
ſubjoined ſerved to check their extravagant ambition. This 
interpretation therefore gives connection and conſiſtency, 
and ſignificance to every part of the prophecy. | 


Having laid down principles by which we ſhould judge 
of the teſtimony of prophecy, having briefly reviewed that 
ſeries of prophecies which bear witneſs to the ſalvation of 
Chriſt, and having, I truſt, reſcued the ſtupendous prophecy 
of Daniel from the difticulties by which it was embarraſſed, 
it only remains for me to obviate the objections which have 
been brought againſt the typical or allegorical prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament.—If the whole proof of Chriſtianity reſted 
upon theſe, weak indeed would be the preſumption in its 
favour. But where there are numerous direct predictions 


which have been clearly fulfilled in Chriſt and in him alone, 
| what 


697) 
what reaſonable and impartial man can deny that there may 


have been ſome ſecret reference to the ſame great diſpenſa- 
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tion intended in other paſſages of Scripture? When St. 
Mathew tells us that Chriſt continued in Egypt until the 


death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken of = 


the Lord by the prophet; ſaying, out of Egypt have I called my 
Son, we ſhall look in vain for a direct prediction that Chriſt 
was to be called out of Egypt; but the prophet ** Hoſea 
tells us in the name of the Lord that «when 1/rael was' @ child 
then he loved him and called his Son out of Egypt. No man 
would be fo abſurd as to fay that theſe words contained a 
direct prediction that Chriſt ſhould in ke manner be called 
from- thence, nor has the Apoſtle ſaid that theſe words were 
fpoken by the prophet concerning Chriſt ; but if we tonſi- 
der the Jewiſh diſpenſation as deſigned to prepare the minds 
of that people for thoſe good things to come of which their 
Law was the /hadow, we ſhall find reaſon to think that in 
moſt of their rites and ceremonies, in their prophetical meſ- 
fages, and in the moſt remarkable characters of their hiſtory, 
there has been a reference to that future prophet whom their 
great Legiſlator had aſſured them the Lord God ſhould ** ra 
up like unto. him. They were thus directed to look beyond 
| D 2 the 
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the preſent order of things to that better hope which was to- 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs and to ſeal up the viſion and 
' prophecy. Taught by their Sacred Writers who in many 
inſtances thus interpreted each other, ** they were accuſtomed 
to this mode of interpretation; and when it was uſed by 
the preachers of the Goſpel, it carried conviction to them. 
And ſhall we object to the Scriptures that they contain proofs. 
of an intimate correſpondence between two diſpenſations 
claiming to be derived from the ſame All-wiſe and Al- 
mighty Author, and one of which was profeſſedly introductory 
to the other ; or that theſe correſpondencies had been adduced 
as proofs to thoſe who we know had been inſtructed by the 
prophetick - teachers of the earlier diſpenſation to argue in 
this manner, and whom ſuch arguments were therefore 
fitted to perſuade? It would be to object unity of deſign 
to the Creator and Governor of all things, and to call for 
inconſiſtency as a proof of unerring wiſdom. It would be 
to object that God had choſen to give manifold proofs of 
his Goſpel, that he has condeſcended to add to the direct 
teſtimonies of its truth the confirmation of circumſtantial 
evidence. Let us not argue in this manner, my brethren. Let 
us, whilſt we eſtabliſh our faith upon the ſtrong foundation of 


the 
32 Sec Biſhop Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity, vol. 1. ch. iii. ſec. 2, 3, 4. 
33 Sec. 5. 
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the direct proofs of Chriſtianity, regard with humble admi- 
ration that wonderful — — ———— 
the various diſpenſations of God. | | 


Ax ſuch is his mercy towards us that theſe direct proofs 
are not confined to the remote period in which the Goſpel 
was firſt communicated to men. Even in theſe latter times, 
even before our eyes, 1s his providence giving to the attentive 
obſerver additional evidences of the ſcripture of truth. That 
land, to which all human learning traces its origin, and whoſe 
enormous ſtructures ſeem to have been defigned by providence 
to ſtand as monumental proofs of ancient | greatneſs, ſunk 
into the moſt abject ignorance and ſervitude, bears witneſs 
to that prediction which declared that Egypt ſhould be the 
baſeſt of kingdoms. ** The wild and independent Arabians 
whom no conqueror could ſubdue, no improvement of ſocial 
life could civilize: the Jews diſperſed. amongſt all nations, 
but neither deſtroyed by their oppreſſion nor by length of 
time confounded with their oppreſſors, whilſt, as. if to baffle 
the ſpeculations of infidelity on the ſolution of this political 
prodigy, ten of their twelve tribes have been long {ſince loſt 
| in 
34 Ezekiel xxix. 14, 15. See Biſhop Newton's Diſſertations on the Propheciee, 
vol. 1. Diff. 12. : 5 
35 Geneſis xvi. 11, 12. See Biſhop Newton's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, 
vol 1. Diſſ. 2. 0 See Biſhop Newton, Diff. 7. 8. 
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in the maſs of mankind: the corruptions of Chriſtianity 
itſelf, and the ** extenſive conqueſts of the Turks which 
ſcourged thoſe corruptions ; all bear teſtimony to the divine 
original of the Scriptures which teach us the falvation of 


Chriſt. 


Svcn is the proof which prophecy affords of the truth of 
your Religion. From the earlieſt ages a ſeries of predictions 
of various and apparently contradictory circumſtances reſpect- 
ing one perſon, and at length even of the time of his coming 
have been made by different prophets at different perigds, 
with ſtill increaſing clearneſs as their completion approached ; 
and all have accordingly been fulfilled in the perſon of Chriſt 
and in him alone. To this direct proof of his divine miſſion 
has been added the collateral evidence reſulting from the 
intimate correſpondence of the ſeveral parts of the religious 
diſpenſations of God; and the whole is ſtill farther ſtrength- 
ened by prophecies, whoſe accompliſhment is not hid in the 
records of antiquity, but obvious to the preſent obſervation 
of mankind. The deſigns of Divine Providence required 


that no one prediction ſhould be ſo preciſe as to extort the 
| reluctant 
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reluctant aſſent of the hardened reprobate ; but ſuch are the 
variety and harmony of the whole as to be abundantly ſuffi- 
cient to ſatisfy him who inquires with humility and jingleneſs 
of heart. Juſtly then might our Saviour ſay, if they hear 
not Moſes and the prophets, neither will they be perſuaded though 
one roſe from the dead.—This great proof of your faith, ſtrong 
and concluſive as it is, has beſides theſe advantages that it 
is at all times ſubject to the deliberate examination of your 
reaſon, and that the lapſe of years augments its force by 
adding to the number of compleated prophecies. The pro- 
phecies of the ſcripture of truth, extend through all time, 
even to the time of the end, and every age ſhall bear its.pe- 
culiar atteſtation to the ſalvation of Chriſt. And may God 
grant that its accumulated evidence may ſo work on the 

minds of infidels of every deſcription, that all mankind 
may be made one fold under one Shepherd, Teſus Chrift our 


Lord! PR 


39 Luke xvi. 31. 
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Fo UR hundred and ſeventy-eight years of Nabonaſſar being 
reckoned from the twentieth of Artaxerxes Longimanus will, 
according to Ptolemy's Canon, terminate in the year in which 
Chriſt died; and theſe four hundred and ſeventy eight years 
being reduced to Chaldzan years, will give four hundred and 


eighty- three years or fixty-nine weeks. 
See Marſhall”s Chronological Treatiſe. 


[ No. II.] 


This is rendered probable by Nehemiah's account of the method 
which he adopted of rebuilding and repeopling Jeruſalem. After 
he had rebuilt the walls and ſet np the gates of Jeruſalem, he 


perſuaded the rulers and great men throughout Judæa to come 
E and 


1 
and live there (xi. i.) and it appears from his account (xi. 3—19) 
that their number was conſiderable. Of the common people it 

appears that one in ten was brought out of the other cities of Judah 
to dwell in Jeruſalem; and if we conſider the account of thoſe 
who made the firſt return when Cyrus iſſued the command to 
rebuild the temple, which amounted to forty-nine thouſand fix 
hundred and ninety-ſeven (Ezra ii. 64, 65), who went to their 
reſpective cities (Ezra ii, 1 and iii, 1); and their great increaſe 
from that time to the time when Nehemiah came to rebuild the 
city, an interval of more than ninety years; it will be evident 
that the number of inhabitants which Nehemiah brought to Jeru- 
falem muſt have been very great. Beſides they muſt neceſſarily 
be allowed ſome time to caſt lots (Nehemiah xi. 1.) for their 
coming, and to prepare for their removal. Theſe circumſtances 
render it probable that ſeven prophetical weeks, or ne 


years elapſed before the city was compleatly reſtored. 
See Marſhall”s Chronological Treatife, Part 1. Chap. 4. 


This is agreeable to the context of the prophecy, . for (as Dean 
Prideaux has obſerved) though in the end of the twenty-fifth 
verſe, both the two firſt periods of theſe weeks, viz. that of ſeven 
weeks, and that of threeſcore and two weeks, being mentioned 
together, the event of reſtoring and building Jeruſalem with its 
| ſtreet and ditch (wall) is ſubjoined to both of them without any 
diſtin& application to either, yet the words immediately following 
in the next verſe appropriating the time of the Meſſiah to the 


period of fixty-two weeks, this neceſſarily leaves the other, that 
: | 18 
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That the ceaſing of the ſacrifice is not to be underſtood literally, 
is farther confirmed by the eleventh verſe of the twelfth chapter, 
in which the beſt interpreters conceive that he taking away of 
the daily ſacrifice and the ſetting up of the abomination. that 
maketh deſolate, are to be underſtood figuratively of the commence- 
ment of the Antichriſtian Power, thoſe expreſſions having been 
before (viii. 11, and xi. 31;) literally applied to Antiochus Epiphanes, 
the type of Antichriſt. The words ſeem to have been applied 
figuratively in both theſe prophecies for the ſame reaſon, to 
prevent the too obvious application of a numerical prediction; 
and this is effected by rendering obſcure, in the one the time 
of the end, in the other the beginning of the prophecy. 


To theſe objections may be added that the covenant, inſtead 
of being a tranſaction which employed the whole week. as the 
paſſage in Daniel ſeems to require, was according to this opinion 
merely an event which happened in the courſe of it: and alſo 
that the ceaſing of the ſacrifice and oblation, which ſhould hap- 
pen in the midſt of the week, according to this opinion hap- 
pened at the end of it: An attempt is made to obviate the latter 
objection by ſaying that the Hebrew word may be trauſlated % 

| half 
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Half of the week, aud that the ſacrifice and oblation was 8 
to ceaſe in the latter half; but when the half of any period of time 
is ſaid to produce any event, which as I have already obſerved 
is the proper order of the tranſlation, ſurely the obvious and fair . 
interpretation is, that the event is to to happen in the middle of 
that — | | Y 
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